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DETAILED ACTION 

: 

! 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on November 1 3, 2007 has been entered. No 
claims have been amended. No claims have been cancelled. No claims have been 
added. Claims 1 -49 are still pending in this application, with claims 1 , 1 0, 1 7, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 38, 45, 46, 47, 48, and 49 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

, 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
,■ matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
\ conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 29-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

3. Applicant's specification (See pg. 46, paragraph [0120]) defines computer- 
readable media as "a carrier wave received from a network such as the Internet". 
When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, in a computer or on a electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not statutory since no 
requisite functionality is present to satisfy the practical application requirement. Merely 
claiming nonfunctional descriptive material stored in a computer-readable medium, in a 

: : 1 

computer, or on a electromagnetic carrier signal does not make it statutory. 



i 
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4. Furthermore, independent claims 29 and 38 recite "A computer-readable medium 
containing instructions for performing a method for screening a call..." However, in 
order to be in proper format, and to contain acceptable language, claims 29 and 38 
should recite "A computer-readable medium encoded with instructions capable of 
being executed by a computer for performing a method for screehing a call..." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
, granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 -49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Huang 
(US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 2004/0218585 A1). 

6. ! In regards to claims 1,17, 27, 29, 45, 46, 48, and 49, Huang discloses a method, 
apparatus, and computer-readable medium for screening a call (See pg. 1 , paragraph 
[0001]), comprising: receiving information (e.g., calling party's name and/or telephone 
number) pertaining to a call to a user (See Fig. 1 and user's computer 1 38) from a 
calling party (See Fig. 1 and calling party 102); determining whether a real-time call 
management function (See Fig. 1 and Call Alerting and Control System [CACS] 

1 01 /Client System 1 1 0) is enabled for the user (for example, a determination is made 
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on whether or not the Client System 1 10 is registered or whether or not the user is 
connected to the Internet [e.g., on-line]) (See pg. 2, paragraph [0032]; pg. 2, paragraph 
[0034]; and pg. 2, paragraph [0036]); determining whether a calling party number 
associated with the calling party is valid (e.g., determining whether or not the calling 
party is on the blacklist or white list) following a determination that the real-time call 
management function is not enabled, wherein a call screening function is performed 
whenithe calling party number is determined to be invalid (See pg. 4, paragraph [0057] 
- [0058]); providing a notification (e.g., alert) of the call to a device (See Fig. 1 and 
user's computer 138) associated with the user following a determination that the real- 
time call management function is enabled, the notification including a user-selectable 
call screening option (See pg. 1 , paragraph [0008]; pg. 3, paragraph [0047]; and pg. 5, 
paragraph [0061]); and initiating the call screening function when the user selects the 
call screening option (See pg. 5, paragraph [0063]). 

7. In regards to claims 2, 1 8, and 30, Huang discloses the method, apparatus, and 
computer-readable medium, comprising: accepting the call for the device based on a 
determination (for example, the determination may be made via the white list, the calling 
party's name, or whether the calling party enters a pass code) that the calling party 
number is valid (See pg. 3-4, paragraph [0050] and pg. 4-5, paragraph [0059] - [0060]). 

8. In regards to claims 3, 19, and 31 , Huang discloses the method, apparatus, and 
computer-readable medium, comprising: determining whether a calling party number 
associated with the calling party is valid based on a determination that the user has not 
responded to the notification after a predetermined period of time, wherein a call 
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screening function is performed when the calling party number is invalid (See pg. 3, 
paragraph [0047] and pg. 5, paragraph [0064]). 

9. In regards to claims 4, 1 1 , 20, 32, and 39, Huang discloses the method, 
apparatus, and computer-readable medium, wherein the call screening function 
comprises: playing an announcement to the calling party (See pg. 3, paragraph [0048]; 

. : 

: . • : j 

pg. 3-4, paragraph [0050]; and pg. 4, paragraph [0053]). 

10. In regards to claims 5, 1 2, 21 , 33, and 40, Huang discloses the method, 
apparatus, and computer-readable medium, wherein playing an announcement 
comprises playing a Special Instruction Tone (SIT) cadence and prompting the calling 
party to record a name or enter an override code (e.g., pass code) (See pg. 3, 
paragraph [0049] and pg. 4-5, paragraph [0060]). 

11. In regards to claims 6, 1 3, 22, 34, and 41 , Huang discloses the method, 
apparatus, and computer-readable medium, wherein the call screening function further 
comprises: routing the call to the device associated with the user based on a 
determination thai the calling party entered a valid override code (e.g., pass code) (See 
pg. 4-5, paragraph [0060]). 

1 2. In regards to claims 7, 1 4, 23, 35 (i and 42, Huang discloses the method, 
apparatus, and computer-readable medium, wherein the call screening function further 
comprises: ending the call based on the determination that the calling party does not 
record a name and does not enter a valid override code (See pg. 4, paragraph [0052] 
and pg. 5, paragraph [0063]). , 

13. In regards to claims 8, 1 5, 24, 36, and 43, Huang discloses the method, 
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apparatus, and computer-readable medium, wherein the call screening function further 
comprises: placing a second call to the user at the device and playing a recording of the 
calling party when the calling party records a name (See pg. 3, paragraph [0046] and 
pg. 5, paragraph [0062]). 

14. In regard to claims 9, 16, 25, 37, and 44, Huang discloses the method, 
apparatus, and Computer-readable medium, wherein the call screening function further 
comprises: disposing of the call to the user from the calling party based on a response 
to the second call by the user (See pg. 4, paragraph [0052] and pg. 5, paragraph 
[0063]). 

15. In regards to claims 10, : 26, 28, and 38, Huang discloses all of claims 10, 26, 28, 
and 38 limitations, including retrieving data corresponding to the user (for example, the 
data may be whether or not the user is connected to the Internet) using the information 
pertaining to the call and selecting a device (e.g., user's computer 138) associated with 
the user to receive a notification of the call based on the retrieved data (See pg. 5, 
paragraph [0063]). 

16. •■ In regards to claim 47, Huang discloses a system for screening a call (See pg. 1 , 
paragraph [0001]), comprising: a voice network (See Fig. 1 and telephone network 108); 
a data network (See Fig. 1 and Internet 104); a plurality of devices (See Fig. 1 , user's 
telephone 140, and user's computer 138) associated with a user; and a service center 
(See Fig. 1 and Gateway System 106) operable to: receive information (e.g., calling 
party's name and/or telephone number) pertaining to a call to a user (See Fig. 1 and 
user's computer 138) from a calling party (See Fig. 1 and calling party 102) (See pg. 2, 
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paragraph [0040]); determine whether a real-time call management function (See Fig. 1 
and Call Alerting and Control System [CACS] 1 01 /Client System 1 1 0) is enabled for the 
user (for example, a determination is made on whether or not the Client System 1 1 0 is 
registered or whether or not the user is connected to the Internet [e.g., on-line]) (See pg. 
2, paragraph [0032]; pg. 2, paragraph [0034]; and pg. 2, paragraph [0036]); determine 
whether a calling party number associated with the calling party is valid (e.g., 
determining whether or not the calling party is on the blacklist or white list) following a 
determination that the real-time call management function is not enabled, wherein a call 
screening function is performed when the calling party number is determined to be 
invalid (pg.,4, paragraph [0057] - [0058]}; provide a notification (e.g., alert) of the call to 
one of the plurality of devices (See Fig. 1 and user's computer 138) associated with the 
user via the data network following a determination that the real-time call management 
function is enabled, the notification including a user-selectable call screening option 
(See pg. 1, paragraph [0008]; pg. 3, paragraph [0047]; and pg. 5, paragraph [0061]); 
and initiate the call screening function when the user selects the call screening option 
(See pg. 5, paragraph [0063]). 

Response to Arguments 

1 7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -49 have been considered but are 
moot m view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Creswell et al. (US 5,222,1 25) teach a system for providing 
personalized telephone calling features. Huang (US 6,693,897) teaches a method and 
system of screening and control of telephone calls while using a packet-switched data 
network. Petty et al. (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 2003/0108172 A1) teach 
Internet call waiting with voicemail system that provides monitoring during recording. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examjner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7486. ; i The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

20. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

21 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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